





William Carey, a founding member of the Land Conservancy and a long-time advocate of lakefront
property owners, has agreed to serve as the Conservancy representative on the committee. As the
business of the committee moves forward the Conservancy will report that business through this
newsletter.

Don’t think State Owned Property Cannot Be Developed - In the Conservancy's efforts to foster a
rural recreational environment in the Higgins Lake area please be aware of the possibility of the
purchase of parcels owned by the State of Michigan. The DNR conducts auctions of properties
throughout the state every summer. Some of these properties are conducive to development.
Historically there have been 20 and 40 acre parcels in the Higgins Lake watershed that were acquired
through public auction and subsequently developed. If you become aware of any DNR sales of
vacant land in the Higgins Lake area, please contact Conservancy Trustee Elizabeth Cornell:
ecornell1122@gmail.com or 773 636 1680.

Septic Update - This past summer HLLC board member Bill Carey spent a considerable amount of
time researching the impact that near shore deficient septic systems have on lake quality. The result -
was an article in the 2025 Summer newsletter titled "A Case For Local Regulation Of On-Site
Wastewater" supporting a septic inspection ordinance for all near shore properties around the lake
within a certain time frame. Find the newsletter which contains the article here.
https://www.higginslakelandconservancy.com/july 2025 newsletter.html#/

Currently, there appears to be progress toward a septic ordinance in Gerrish Township by the
formation of the Health of Higgins Lake Septic Committee where a draft ordinance is being prepared.
Mapping of wells and septic systems is underway, with the cooperation of the Central Michigan
District Health Department and is nearly complete in Gerrish Township and underway in Lyon
Township.

Short term Rentals The HLLC 2025 summer newsletter included a position statement regarding
chart tarm rentals  Please aa ta this link to find that statement:

We are happy to report that Gerrish Township has decided to address the short-term rental issue and
has drafted a proposed ordinance to define the parameters of the licensure proaram. This draft was
vattad hv Tnwnshin attarnev Scott Hess. You can find it here: ¢

This proposed ordinance includes many of the elements the land conservancy championed in its
position paper on short-term rentals, including limiting guests based on number of bedrooms and
parking issues. Gerrish Township will be holding a public meeting on January 6, 2026 to solicit public
comments as part of their procedure in finalizing such an ordinance. The Higgins Lake Land
Conservancy encourages interested parties to attend this meeting, either in person or via Zoom, and
to express support for such an ordinance. Again, at this point the ordinance is in the draft stage and
is subject to change. But we are encouraged that this issue that causes interruption of the peaceful
enjoyment of properties zoned R-1 (single family residences) is finally being addressed.

Water Quality The Conservancy started a program of quarterly testing the water as it goes out of
Higgins Lake down the cut river for the past four years and our latest test continues to show very
good water quality. Fortunately, these tests from The Higgins Lake Cut River outlet provide valuable
insights regarding E. coli, nitrates and phosphorus and are being used by the Health of Higgins Lake






